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Abstract

This article discusses a document that is unique from three
perspectives: Firstly, it opens a new window into the economic history
of Damascus in the 7th/13th century especially with regard to daily
trading practices on the city’s markets and the traders’ language. This is
of particular importance as it is the first such pre-Ottoman document
ever published. Secondly, this document gives a unique insight into
the production of paperwork beyond the administrative and official
realms. The article thus puts a particular emphasis on the writerly and
archival practices that are inscribed into it. Finally, this document is
of particular significance as it comes from the Qubbat al-mal (Qubbat
al-khazna) in the courtyard of the Umayyad Mosque - a repository
that has been poorly studied so far.

Keywords: economic history, documentary and archival practices,
Qubbat al-mal / Qubbat al-khazna, Damascus
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(1) Aljoumani, Said/ Hirschler, Konrad. “Trading Fruits and Legumes on a Medieval Dam-
ascene Market: The Documentary and Archival Life Cycle of an Account Book from
the Qubbat al-khazna (Sam Evraklar1 13327)) in: Hatice Aynur/Didar Bayir/Fatma Sen/
Tuncay Zorlu (eds), Festschrift in Honour of Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu for his 75" Birthday,
Istanbul 2021, 51-88.

(2) Such as Guo, L., Commerce, Culture, and Community in a Red Sea Port in the Thir-
teenth Century. The Arabic Documents from Quseir, Leiden 2004, no. 31.

® YN/ EEY sl e A bl 53



(6 el 0 1 B i 5 e A gl 5481 o ey OF @

31,3 lad g5y (Vi) Bpane LaBs e daSs Il 1Ll daw s (e,
ey L3 Adslaod) @391 sl 3366l & oo 8 (7835 Ugmama s UL
Masmy ;a8 o G Ligd degazme 8 (0L 525 50) &5 pandl Shlusdl o

piE dadsll oda (i8 ¢solamVl ol ] dewdlls lynsal oo ) Byang

o) 3089 3] it Bl (B Laslio 83933 (89l JLosYl gLy .86 5, s
Ol iy (ool dalsiadl 8yg-diall G5bs)l (s 8y degame OV Ll
e ¢ GHledsll wgwll U Lo b o Loy ls (d3)lotly diase 2] Jlg2 Yl
sl gaalzmall 0de Camaws 435 . Bg)l 3355 (gl Ssdes (gl Ol
on g ol i Lok pB phe diul pe Gosl ISt il (3ymell Jisdl i
Il SOl 00 bado gl o9 3DLe & Ul (og (SIS 5T 4285501 JLasY)
2BV SBLw ;g0 Ol ;S Julos tlan ¢dasdl 1o Jte e olias oYlie
Olulaal] Ostwsighy $300 didling (o] o iy, 2l oyl (3 ‘lSy Lol
oo di3s)l 03 O (S mag B 0Nl 8 LiBs)l Jlash dalsnoll Lide i)l
o L)l Ll 895 ISy (b dyVls (ALY Slulasll ,.;mp L)

ALY Oluylaad!

(((:?ALé D) S-JT gL,wa . ’“) HE| LSt TR N} 4.4.9)‘9 d38y9 e &l d_o.us.”

(1) Khan, G., Arabic Legal and Administrative Documents in the Cambridge Genizah Col-
lections, Cambridge 1993, 185-7.
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(1) Miiller, Der Kadi und seine Zeugen, 39.

(2) See Mouton/Sourdel/Sourdel-Thomine, Mariage et séparation where c. 80% of the cor-

pus are parchment sheets.
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¢

Last but not least, we deepen among the stakeholders of this blessed
class the idea that the world of manuscripts and everything related to it
in terms of examination, indexing, and restoration, is an academic spe-
cialization that began decades ago. It is an independent science with its
own methods and origins; hence, the necessary attention must be given to
studying and knowing them, as well as their application. This is to bring
awareness of all its problems and difficulties, therefore theorizing in these
areas may be a disease rather than a cure. It is no secret between the wise

that no one gives what they do not have.

Praise be to Allah, first and last.
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this difficult field.

Acknowledging that the calls of the past scholars in academic fields
have had a clear and distinctive imprint in enriching the Islamic library, we
find it our duty to clarify some of the problems that accompany the prac-
tical aspects of this blessed approach. Among them - for example but not
limited to - is unintentionally approaching this project and dealing with it
in either an excessive or negligent manner. Hence, we see some individu-
als — with an excess of concern for heritage - portraying the examination
of our heritage to researchers as a challenging field that no one is able to
accomplish. This negative approach deprives them of entering this field,

blocking the way for them to delve into this world.

On the other hand, and what we want to emphasize here is that there
are those who underestimate the importance of this specialization and its
practice. Such people belittle this field to a point where they view it as an
easy way out when they see themselves unable to write a thesis or a book.
Thus, they turn to a small examination project to work on without proper
knowledge and experience. Consequently, they harm the author and the

authored.

There are also others who have interest in this field and are desirous of
it, but do not possess the tools needed, nor did they try to acquire them,

which will naturally leads them to failure.

The participation of the educated class - especially the academic one -
in reviving the heritage of the Islamic nation is an important step on the
right path. However, this does not come easily, as it needs proper prepara-
tion. This includes being aware of the importance of the written heritage
and acknowledging it as a vital part of the nation’s history and identity - if
we do not consider it to be all of its history and identity-. Another signifi-

cant preparation is to learn the scientific examination methods in primary
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No excess and No remissness
Editor-in-chief

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may His blessings and peace
be upon the most honorable of prophets and messengers, our beloved Mu-

hammad and upon his pure family.

One of the requirements to build the human soul in our human societ-
ies is to adopt correct rules and foundations that are the basis for the devel-
opment of life throughout its various stages. Among these rules, but rather
one of the most important of them is (moderation), which needs plenty of
practice before it becomes an individual quality. Moderation is considered
to be a praiseworthy character trait by all the divine laws, especially in the
laws of the Seal of the Prophets (p.b.u.h & his family). Thus, it is in harmo-

ny with the human instinct of attraction towards virtues.

Excessiveness, which is defined as going or being beyond limits, which
is the opposite of negligence, which is lack of care and wastefulness, are
unacceptable and rejected even from man-made laws. This is because they
would falsify facts, and deny the path to reach facts correctly. From this

standpoint we say:

What we see from the tendency of the academic class in our honored
universities to adopt the examination of our written heritage - even if it
does not reach the levels desired- is a joyful matter, as it sends us a glim-

mer of hope in the expansion of such contributions by educated groups in
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? fidential assessment of its validity for publication, and shall not be returned i
é to its owners, whether accepted for publication or not, according to the fol-

lowing regulations::

1. The researcher or reviewer will be informed of delivering the posted ma-
terial to be published within a period may not exceed the maximum of

two weeks.

2. The researchers should be reminded of the publication acceptance of the
editorial board within a period may not exceed the maximum of two

months.

3. The pieces of research, whose evaluators realize that it should be amended
or be added to, will be returned to their writers in order to be organized

accurately before publication.

4. The researchers will be informed if their pieces of research are rejected

without mentioning the reasons of rejection.

5. Every researcher will be given one copy of the issue in which his research
is published, with three separate pieces of research from the same pub-

lished material and a reward, as well.

» The journal considers the following priorities in publication:

1. The date of receiving the research by the editor-in-chief.
2. The date of presenting the revised pieces of research.

3. The variety of the research materials as far as possible.

o The published pieces of research express the opinions of their writers and do

not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journal.

o The pieces of research are arranged according to the technical considerations

which have nothing to do with the status of the researcher.

o The reviewer or the researcher who is not known for the journal has to
send on the journal email, a brief biographical note, his address and email,
for the introductory and documentary purposes on the following email:
kh@hrc.iq

o Editorial board reserves the right to make the required amendments upon %6
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the approved pieces of research for publication.
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The Publishing Terms

The journal should publish the scientific pieces of research that are related to
the manuscripts and documents, reviewed texts, direct studies, and objective

critical follow-ups which are related to it.

The researcher should commit himself with the requisites of the scientific re-
search and its rules in order to get benefit from its sources, and be within the
frame of the Researchers ’style during discussion and criticism. Otherwise,
the examined research or the text will contain certain topics that attempt to
raise the feeling of sectarianism or even sensitivity towards any belief, ideol-

ogy, or sect.

The research should not be published previously or presented to other means
of publication. The researcher is responsible for doing an independent com-

mitment.

The font should be in (Simplified Arabic). The texts printing size should be
(16), and the margines printing size should be (12), and the pages number
should not be less than (20).

The reviewed research or text should be printed on the A4 type of paper in

one copy with a CD. The pages should be numbered successively.

The research should be presented with its Arabic and English abstracts, each

in a separate paper including the title of the research.

The familiar scientific principles, documentation and references should be
taken into account. The documentation should include the name of the

source, the number of the part and the page

The research should be presented with a separate list of references including the
title of the source, the name of the author, the name of the investigator or the
interpreter if s/he is available, the publishing country name, the place of publi-
cation and finally the date of publication. The name of the books and pieces of
research should be arranged alphabetically. And if there are foreign references,

they should be added separately, i.e. not within the Arabic references

Researches shall be subject to the scientific deduction program and to a con-
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